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Themes

Transformative power of love
The lives of all the characters are changed by love. Love can change our perceptions and make us see strange things. Hermia’s father thinks Lysander has bewitched her with some kind of magical trickery, when in fact they are just in love. Helena is changed from an ugly duckling to a beautiful swan in Demetrius’ view by the love potion. Bottom is literally transformed into a donkey by love. The flower, Love in Idleness, from which the potion is made is also transformed by one of Cupid’s arrows that went astray. When it was hit it was changed from a humble weed to a powerful magic flower. The random way it was created is reflected in the careless way the faeries use the potion.

Shakespeare talks a lot about what we see and what we choose to see. In this play, beauty really is in the eye of the beholder, and it shows that if you open your eyes, you can see extraordinary things in the everyday.

Magic

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a play fuelled by magic. The magic of the faeries creates the chaos and causes bizarre situations. Magic symbolises the amazing power of love and also allows Shakespeare to create a fantastical world. This power is symbolised by the love potion created from the Love in Idleness plant, which had been hit by cupids’ arrow. Puck creates havoc with the love potion, but it is this same potion that restores order in the end.

Dreams

Shakespeare conjures up a dream like setting in which time runs differently and impossible things occur. Many of the characters talk about dreams and their importance, and often during the course of the play are unsure whether they are dreaming or not. Just as love has the power to alter the way we see things, there are many other aspects of the play that make the characters and the audience question the true reality of what they see. Many things appear real but are actually illusions, like the fog that surrounds the four mortals that both confuses them and keeps them safe.  It is set at night, the traditional time for dreaming and at many points in the play the characters seem to be having waking dreams. Titania imagines she sees a strong beautiful creature before her, when in fact, Bottom is just a foolish mortal man who has stumbled into the faery realm by mistake. 

At the end, Puck symbolically sweeps the stage clean and he asks the audience to think of the play they have just seen as nothing more than a dream itself.

