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Midsummer Nights Dream
Intro

Puck

On midsummer night, the longest of the year, human worlds and fairy lands collide. Magic spills through forest and field, confusing minds of man and child. 

Hermia has run away from home with Lysander, her true love. She is in the woods hiding from Demetrius, who she must marry but does not love. Helena loves Demetrius.  To try and win his heart, she has told Demetrius of Hermia’s plan to run away. And now they are all lost in this fairy forest. 

Beware you people who enter here tonight! For in these woods the fairy king and queen do fight!

Scene 1

We enter Oberon’s court, where his attendant fairies are cowering in fear from his rage.

Oberon

SHE SAID WHAT!?

A Fairy

(Cowering and quivering)

The queen said no, my lord.

Oberon
How dare she argue with me, her king. Tonight she will feel Oberon’s sting.

PUCK!

Puck

Here sire.

Oberon

Fetch the flower called Love in Idleness. 

Its juice, when dropped in a person’s eye, will make them love who next walks by.

Give it to the fairy queen and find the ugliest beast you’ve seen.

Go!

Puck scurries off to fetch the magical flower leaving the rest of the fairies in peals of laughter.

Scene 2

Off screen we hear two people fighting. Helena cries “Demetrius”, identifying him. As she straggles onto the screen, Demetrius begins to shout at her.

Demetrius

I don’t love you, can’t you see?  I love Hermia. Stop following me.

Helena

But Demetrius, I only have eyes for you. There’s nothing at all that I can do.

Demetrius

I am sick when I look in your direction!

Helena

I could not live without your affection! 

Demetrius!

During this exchange, the face of Oberon resolves itself in the form of a tree as the two humans exit the screen.

Oberon

Hmmm. How very sad.

Puck!

Puck’s form resolves from another tree or a bush.

Puck

Master.

Oberon

That girl really loves that selfish boy, go and fill her life with joy.

Give the boy the magic flower and they’ll be in love in half an hour.

Puck

Yes Sire.

Puck looks around slightly confused, but sets off gamely anyway.

Scene 3

Puck sets off through the wood bearing the love in idleness flower. He comes across Hermia and Lysander asleep, they are chastely lying on opposite sides of the clearing.
Puck

This Forest! I’ve been up and down, but I cannot find this human clown.

Aha! Is this the man my master said? I’ll sprinkle potion ‘round his head

And when he wakes he’ll see this maid, and then from hate to love he’ll fade!

Puck sprinkles the love potion liberally around Lysander’s head. He then careers off through the trees whooping with delight. 

Helena runs into the grove looking distraught, dishevelled, and lost. Demetrius has obviously managed to shake her. She stumbles over Lysander, landing beside him in an undignified heap. Lysander wakes slowly, sleepily shaking his head and looking around groggily. His eyes land on Helena and the power of the Love in Idleness potion takes effect. He literally swoons as the effects of the potion take hold.

Lysander

Sweet Helena. I love you! 

He leaps forward and tries to kiss Helena, who screams and runs from the glade. The commotion wakes Hermia, who chases after them calling Lysander’s name.

Scene 4
In another part of the woods, Bottom, a foolish mortal man is stumbling around lost and dishevelled. We hear Puck, but cannot see him.
Puck

Ha! Through the woods comes a foolish man, just perfect for my master’s plan.

Although he’s gross, I’ll make him worse, I’ll place on him an awful curse

What now looks straight, I will make wonky, I will transform him into a donkey!

Puck appears and casts a spell, giving Bottom an asses head, and nudges him towards Titania’s bower. Bottom’s nervous singing begins more and more to resemble an asses braying.

Puck

I’ll lead him to Titania’s nest and make the mischief I do best.

Puck turns into a Will o’ the Wisp and his strange light leads Bottom to Titania’s flowery nest. Puck sneaks past Titania’s sleeping attendants and gives her a large dose of the Love in Idleness. He leads the hapless Bottom right to Titania and disappears. Bottom’s braying wakes the sleeping fairy queen. While the Queen professes to love the donkey headed man, her fairy attendants look at her in astonishment.

Titania

What angel wakes me in my nest?  A gorgeous beast. Dear! Come and rest!

Scene 5

Puck’s ears perk up as he hears a commotion.  He departs to another part of the woods and comes across the four star crossed lovers. All of them are furiously arguing, and it looks like their fighting is about to come to blows. We hear Oberon’s voice but do not see him. He has discovered Puck’s mischief and is very angry.

Oberon

Puck!

As he hears his master’s voice, Puck cringes guiltily.

Oberon

PUCK!

Why have my orders not been done? I asked for love and love there’s none.
Puck

But my lord…

As Puck breathlessly tries to explain what has occurred, the action freezes and a football style game play explanation occurs with diagrams and lots of arrow, pounding hearts and caricatures of the lovers. He is speaking quickly and we are not much clearer as to what has happened when Oberon cuts him off.

Hermia was supposed to marry Demetrius, but she loves Lysander. Helena loves Demetrius, but Demetrius loves Hermia. I gave Lysander the love potion, thinking he was Demetrius. He first saw Helena so now loves her. Then to make it better I gave the potion to Demetrius as well! And now they both love Helena who thinks that are making fun of her. And..!

Oberon

I’m not concerned with your mistakes, just get it fixed before daybreak.

Send these humans from our woods, fix them up and fix them good.

Now I can be no longer mean, I must release my fairy queen.

Oberon creates a magic fog to calm the mortals and send them to sleep. Fairies fuss over the humans and push them around until they are lying in their ‘correct’ pairings, and have become entangled in vines and flowers.

Oberon casts a spell to counteract the Love in Idleness potion on Titania, and sends Bottom off into the forest once more, leaving him with his queen. 

Puck gleefully watches them go. The four lovers are lying entangled, at last in their proper pairing, Hermia with Lysander and Helena with Demetrius.
Puck

So all turns out well in the end, this human love that fairies mend.

But things may not be as they seem, and this whole play is nothing but a dream.

