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Author Info

William Shakespeare is often thought of as the world’s greatest playwright. No other writer’s plays has been performed so many times or in so many different languages. Having written 37 plays and 154 sonnets (a kind of poem), there is a lot for people to choose from! He is popular beacuse although he was writing a long time ago the themes he used are still very important today. He also had a real talent for creating a wide range of characters and giving them life through the beautiful speeches he wrote for them.

Shakespeare was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564. He was one of seven children, of which two died very young. He stayed in Stratford until 1589 when he left his wife and three children behind to go to London. As a would-be playwright, it was important for him to be in London to try and get his plays on the stage. The theatre was the main source of entertainment in Shakespearean England, and a popular playwright could make a lot of money. In 1592 his wife Anne and children joined him in London where he was busy writing and acting in plays.  For the next two years however, most London theatres were shut due to the Black Plague. At this time he turned to writing poems that became as popular as his plays and confirmed his reputation as a great writer. 

Shakespeare most productive years were between 1594 and 1608 when he wrote about two plays a year, including his most famous tragedies such as Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear and Romeo and Juliet. 

After 1608, Shakespeare began to spend more time in Stratford and only wrote five more play in the eight years before his death in April 1616. He was buried in Stratford Church, where he still lies today. Many people visit the site to honour the life and works of England’s greatest playwright.

