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Author

Very little is known about Homer. He lived almost 3,000 years ago when people were only just beginning to write things down. This means a lot of the information we have about Homer comes from guesswork. 

He was a poet living between the 8th and 7th Century BC. He is most famous for writing The Iliad, which is the story of a great war that ends in the defeat of Troy.  His other great work is The Odyssey that tells of Odysseus’ many adventures while returning home from the siege of Troy. Most of the story would have been collected from popular tales told at the time.

Homer was one of the first people in the Western world to start to write things down. This is why we associate him with these stories even though some parts of them may have been handed down over many generations. Over time they would have changed when different people retold them, just like a game of Chinese whispers. Homer took popular versions of the stories about the last year of this ten-year war and told them in a very sophisticated way. 

These tales would have been sung and because little was written down, poets would have to memorise their stories. Instead of reading books or watching television, people would gather to hear fantastic myths and legends. The poet singers were respected because they could remember very long stories that could last several nights. The Iliad itself is 15,693 lines long! We think that Homer was a performer as well as a writer.

We will probably never know much more about the man who wrote these epic tales but his work will always remain popular. Homer will be remembered for the huge impact he had on European literature.

